


REFERENCE/ CITATION: Rev Joe Thorn: 

Tabletalk 11/2017; 

Stephen Jones: FFI  07/17 

We confess that “our chief end is to glorify 
God and enjoy Him forever” Yet we are 
prone to wander from God and worship 

gods of our own making

Historically we made gods of anything that 
caught our fancy



Today our idols have taken different 

forms as:

Money, power, reputation, sex, 

appearance and knowledge, 

nationalism/ racism

Even good things can be idols 

A local church or a ministry, a 

personality, a form of lithurgy, doctrine 

/ tradition



Why?

BECAUSE AN IDOL IS THAT WHICH WE 

ELEVATE IN OUR LIVES ABOVE THE LORD

AN IDOL IS THAT WHICH COMES FIRST

IT HAS CAPTURED OUR HEARTS AND 

WHERE WE FIND OUR IDENTITY



IDOLATRY WORKS IN 1 OF 2 WAYS

1] WE DEIFY THE CREATURE WHILE 

DENYING THE CREATURE ----

WE TRUST OUR CREATION TO DEFINE 

AND DELIVER US 

2] WE EXALT OURSELVES WHILE 

EXCLUDING OUR GOD ----

WE LIKE THE DEVIL WANT TO BE LIKE GOD



WHY?

1] IDOLATRY IS EASIER THAN FAITH. 

We worship that which we can see, feel, 

taste, touch, measure and which we can 

control. If you cannot touch it, you cannot 

control it as we long foe INSTANT 

gratification.



 2] WE WANT TO BE AUTONOMOUS, 

RATHER THAN BE ACCOUNTABLE

To admit we are God’s creation is to admit 

He has authority over us and therefore He 

alone is to be worshipped

IDOLATRY IS DELUSIONAL AND 

DANGEROUS ---- AS THE IDOLS WILL ONLY 

SERVE TO FAIL AND DELIVER US 



THE RESULT IS COMDEMNATION

BUT GOD HAS ANOTHER WAY

Heb 1:1-3 KJV
1 God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets,
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds;



3 Who being the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high;



Heb 1:1:3 TLB

1 Long ago God spoke in many different 

ways to our fathers through the 

prophets [in visions, dreams, and even 

face to face], telling them little by little 

about his plans. 

2 But now in these days he has spoken 

to us through his Son to whom he has 

given everything and through whom he 

made the world and everything there is. 



3 God's Son shines out with God's glory, 

and all that God's Son is and does marks 

him as God. He regulates the universe 

by the mighty power of his command. 

He is the one who died to cleanse us and 

clear our record of all sin, and then sat 

down in highest honor beside the great 

God of heaven



JONAH HAD A HEART PROBLEM, -------

NATIONALISM AND? RACISM

JONAH’S NARROW NATIONALISM VS 
GOD’S UNIVERSAL RECONCILLATION

Jonah 4:4-11 ESV

4 And the Lord said, "Do you do well to be 

angry?"

5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the 

east of the city and made a booth



[SUCCOTH –= BOOTH; FEAST OF 

TABERNACLES] for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, till he should see 

what would become of the city. 

6 Now the Lord God appointed a plant 

[“KEKAYON (CASTOR -OIL PLANT} #7021 

FROM 7006 THE GOURD AS NAUSEOUS = 

VOMIT] and made it come up over Jonah, 

that it might be a shade over his head, to 

save him from his discomfort. 



So, Jonah was exceedingly glad 

because of the plant. 

7 But when dawn came up the next day, 

God appointed a worm [TOWLA] that 

attacked the plant, so that it withered.

8 When the sun rose, God appointed a 

scorching east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he was 

faint.



And he asked that he might die and said, 

"It is better for me to die than to live." 

9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you do well to 

be angry for the plant?" And he said, "Yes, I 

do well to be angry, angry enough to die." 

10 And the Lord said, "You pity the plant, 

for which you did not labor, nor did you 

make it grow, which came into being in a 

night and perished in a night. 



11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that 

great city, in which there are more than 

120,000 persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also much 

cattle?" 



REPENT/ REPENTANCE

1 Kings 14:15 KJV

15 For the Lord shall smite Israel, as a reed 

is shaken in the water, and he shall root 

up Israel out of this good land, which he 

gave to their fathers, and shall scatter 

them beyond the river, because they have 

made their groves, provoking the Lord to 

anger.



Jer 7:3-7 KJV

3 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 

Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, 

and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The 

temple of the Lord, The temple of the 

Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these.

5 For if ye throughly amend your ways 

and your doings; if ye throughly execute 

judgment between a man and his



neighbour;

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the 

fatherless, and the widow, and shed not 

innocent blood in this place, neither walk 

after other gods to your hurt

7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this 

place, in the land that I gave to your 

fathers, for ever and ever. KJV



Jer 7:14-16

14 therefore, I will do to the house which 

is called by My name, in which you trust, 

and to the place which I gave you and 

your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 

15 "I will cast you out of My sight, as I 

have cast out all your brothers, all the 

offspring of Ephraim. 



16 "As for you, do not pray for 

this people, and do not lift up 

cry or prayer for them, and do 

not intercede with Me; for I do 

not hear you.



WHY DID GOD GIVE SUCH 

A PLANT TO JONAH?

TO COMBAT AND EXPEL THE SPIRITUAL 

WORMS FROM HIS BELLY!

JONAH HAD A HEART CONDITION ----

HE WAS ANGRY WITH GOD 

FOR SHOWING MERCY

HE NEEDED AN INWARD 

CLEANSING/ PURGING



HENRY M0RRIS WROTE IN “BIBLICAL BASIS 

FOR MODERN SCIENCE pg. 73

“When the female of the scarlet worm 

species was ready to give birth to her 

young, she would attach her body to the 

trunk of a tree, fixing herself so firmly and 

permanently that she would never leave 

again. The eggs deposited beneath her 

body were thus protected until the larvae 

were hatched and able to enter their own



life cycle. As the mother died the crimson 

fluid stained her body and the surrounding 

wood. From the dead bodies of such 

female scarlet worms the commercial 

scarlet dyes of antiquity were extracted”

THIS NOT A HEALTHY CONDITION

WHAT IS IN YOUR HEART?


