
 

    



IN LIFE, WE WILL ALL HAVE EPISODES 
THAT CHALLENGE US, AND THESE 

CHALLENGES AND SITUATIONS THAT ARISE 
WILL SHOW US WHO WE REALLY ARE. 

 
GOD WILL ALLOW US TO BE TESTED. 

  
TODAY I BRING YOU THE STORY OF DAVID 

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



IN OUR SERMON TODAY WE WILL SEE 
THESE 5 THINGS. 
1) WE WILL SEE BIG HARDENED MEN CRY, 

TILL THEY COULD CRY NO MORE. 
(THERE WAS PAIN, THERE WAS GRIEF, 
AND THERE WAS BITTERNESS) 
 

2) WE WILL SEE THOSE WHO DAVID 
TRUSTED, ALMOST READY TO STONE 
HIM TO DEATH. (One event can turn 
people against you) 



3) WE WILL ALSO SEE THE CORPORATE 
RESOLVE TO GET OUT OF A BITTER 
AND DARK SITUATION. 
 

4) WE WILL SEE, FORGIVENESS, 
RESTORATION, AND COMPASSION AS 
AN EXAMPLE TO ALL PEOPLE. 
 

5) LASTLY, WE WILL SEE THE SHARING IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT AS IF IT WAS THE 
BOOK OF ACTS IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. 



THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS EPISODE 
IN DAVIDS LIFE BROUGHT GROWTH AND 
MATURITY THAT HELPED HIM IN HIS 
KINGSHIP. 
 
(HE WENT THROUGH THE FIRE; AND THE 
FIRE BURNED AWAY THE DROSS) 
 
 



1 Samuel 30  King James Version (KJV) 
 

30 And it came to pass, when David and his 
men were come to Ziklag on the third day, 
that the Amalekites had invaded the south, 
and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned 
it with fire; 
2 And had taken the women captives, that 
were therein: they slew not any, either 
great or small, but carried them away, and 
went on their way. 



3 So David and his men came to the city, 
and, behold, it was burned with fire; and 
their wives, and their sons, and their 
daughters, were taken captives. 
4 Then David and the people that were with 
him lifted up their voice and wept, until 
they had no more power to weep. 
5 And David's two wives were taken 
captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 



6 And David was greatly distressed; for the 
people spake of stoning him, because the 
soul of all the people was grieved, every 
man for his sons and for his daughters: but 
David encouraged himself in the LORD his 
God. 
7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, 
Ahimelech's son, I pray thee, bring me 
hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought 
thither the ephod to David. 



8 And David enquired at the LORD, saying, 
Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I 
overtake them? And he answered him, 
Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake 
them, and without fail recover all. 
9 So David went, he and the six hundred 
men that were with him, and came to the 
brook Besor, where those that were left 
behind stayed. 



10 But David pursued, he and four hundred 
men: for two hundred abode behind, 
which were so faint that they could not go 
over the brook Besor. 
11 And they found an Egyptian in the field, 
and brought him to David, and gave him 
bread, and he did eat; and they made him 
drink water; 
12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of 
figs, and two clusters of raisins: and when 
he had eaten, his spirit came again to him: 



for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any 
water, three days and three nights. (In 
other words, they left him for dead) 
13 And David said unto him, To whom 
belongest thou? and whence art thou? And 
he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant 
to an Amalekite; and my master left me, 
because three days ago I fell sick.  
14 We made an invasion upon the south of 
the Cherethites, and upon the coast which 
belongeth to Judah, and upon the south of 



Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. 
15 And David said to him, Canst thou bring 
me down to this company? And he said, 
Swear unto me by God, that thou wilt 
neither kill me, nor deliver me into the 
hands of my master, and I will bring thee 
down to this company. 
16 And when he had brought him down, 
behold, they were spread abroad upon all 
the earth, eating and drinking, and 
dancing, because of all the great spoil that 



they had taken out of the land of the 
Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. 
17 And David smote them from the twilight 
even unto the evening of the next day: and 
there escaped not a man of them, save 
four hundred young men, which rode upon 
camels, and fled. 
18 And David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had carried away: and David 
rescued his two wives. 



19 And there was nothing lacking to them, 
neither small nor great, neither sons nor 
daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that 
they had taken to them: David recovered 
all.  20 And David took all the flocks and the 
herds, which they drave before those other 
cattle, and said, This is David's spoil. 
21 And David came to the two hundred 
men, which were so faint that they could 
not follow David, whom they had made 
also to abide at the brook Besor: 



and they went forth to meet David, and to 
meet the people that were with him: and 
when David came near to the people, he 
saluted them. 
22 Then answered all the wicked men and 
men of Belial, of those that went with 
David, and said, Because they went not 
with us, we will not give them ought of the 
spoil that we have recovered, save to every 
man his wife and his children, that they 
may lead them away, and depart. 



23 Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my 
brethren, with that which the LORD hath 
given us, who hath preserved us, and 
delivered the company that came against 
us into our hand. 
24 For who will hearken unto you in this 
matter? but as his part is that goeth down 
to the battle, so shall his part be that 
tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike. 



25 And it was so from that day forward, that 
he made it a statute and an ordinance for 
Israel unto this day. 
26 And when David came to Ziklag, he sent 
of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even 
to his friends, saying, Behold a present for 
you of the spoil of the enemies of the LORD; 
27 To them which were in Bethel, and to 
them which were in south Ramoth, and to 
them which were in Jattir, 



28 And to them which were in Aroer, and to 
them which were in Siphmoth, and to 
them which were in Eshtemoa, 
29 And to them which were in Rachal, and 
to them which were in the cities of the 
Jerahmeelites, and to them which were in 
the cities of the Kenites, 
30 And to them which were in Hormah, and 
to them which were in Chorashan, and to 
them which were in Athach, 



31 And to them which were in Hebron, and 
to all the places where David himself and 
his men were wont to haunt. (accustomed 
to) 
 

THE EVENTS OF ZIKLAG COULD HAVE BEEN 
A TOTAL TRADGEDY; BUT IT TURNED OUT 
TO BE A STORY OF CORPORATE VICTORY 
FOR DAVID, AND FOR HIS MEN AND THEIR 
FAMILIES. 
 

IT WAS NOTHING SHORT OF A MIRACLE. 
  
 
  
 



THE BIBLE TELLS US  
“WE HAVE A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES”. 
 

Hebrews 12:1  
New Living Translation 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, 
let us strip off every weight that slows us 
down, especially the sin that so easily trips us 
up. And let us run with endurance the race 
God has set before us. 
 



LOVE IS ACTION; LOVE IS PRO-ACTIVE. 
 

CORINTHIANS 13:6 Love takes no pleasure 
in evil, but rejoices in the truth.  
7 It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 8 Love never fails. But where there 
are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be restrained; 
where there is knowledge, it will be 
dismissed.… 

 
 



GOD RE-ASSURES US IN PSALM 37:18. 
PSALM 37:18 King James Bible 
The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: 
and their inheritance shall be for ever.  
(WE ARE LOVED) 
  
GOD ALWAYS HAS A LIGHT FOR THOSE 
WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM; THE LIGHT 
IS JESUS AND HE WALKS WITH US EVEN 
WHEN WE’RE IN THE VALLEY.           

 
 



PSALM 23:4 SAYS, 
23  4 Even though I walk through 
the [d]valley of the shadow of death, I fear 
no [e]evil, for You are with me; Your rod 
and Your staff, they comfort me. 
 
 

PSALM 55:22 
Cast your cares on the LORD and he will 
sustain you; he will never let the righteous 
be shaken. 



GOD TELLS US TO RENEW OUR MIND. 
 

Romans 12:2 NIV Says 
Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God's will is-
-his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
 

 



THE BEST REMEDY FOR BAD THINKING IS 
THE RE-ASSURANCE AND POSITIVE 
AFFIRMATIONS OF HOPE FOUND IN THE 
WORD OF GOD. 
 
 

Psalm 37:23 King James Version (KJV) 
23 The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 
  
 

 



Matthew 18:21 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and 
asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not just 
seven times, but seventy times seven!…  
 

 



Revelation 12:11 King James Version (KJV) 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives 
unto the death.  
 

Psalm 92:4 New American Standard Bible 
(NASB) 
4 For You, O LORD, have made me glad 
by [a]what You have done, I will sing for joy 
at the works of Your hands. 
  
 

 



Matthew 6:33 Says NIV  
But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.  (HELP WILL COME) 

 

NOT GIVING UP IS A DECISION! 
PSALM 40:1-4 

For the director of music. Of David.  
A psalm. 

1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he 
turned to me and heard my cry.  

 



2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of 
the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock 
and gave me a firm place to stand.  
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn 
of praise to our God. Many will see and 
fear the LORD and put their trust in him.  
4 Blessed is the one who trusts in the 
LORD, who does not look to the proud, to 
those who turn aside to false gods. 

 



Matthew 7:7 NIV  
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 
 
Matthew 7:7 NLT 
"Keep on asking, and you will receive what 
you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will 
find. Keep on knocking, and the door will 
be opened to you. 
 
 
 



IT PAYS TO BE COMPASSIONATE; 
 

Proverbs 11:25 NASB 
The generous man will be prosperous, And 
he who waters will himself be watered.  
 VERSE 16 SAYS; 
1 Samuel 30:16  NIV 
He led David down, and there they were, 
scattered over the countryside, eating, 
drinking and reveling because of the great 
amount of plunder they had taken from 
the land of the Philistines and from Judah. 



Proverbs 11:21 NIV 
Be sure of this: The wicked will not go 
unpunished, but those who are righteous 
will go free. 
 

1 Samuel 30:19 NIV 
Nothing was missing: young or old, boy or 
girl, plunder or anything else they had 
taken. David brought everything back. 
 



1SAMUEL 30:  
22 Then all the wicked and worthless men 
among those who went with David said, 
“Because they did not go with [q]us, we will 
not give them any of the spoil that we 
have recovered, except to every man his 
wife and his children, that they may 
lead them away and depart.”  
. 
 



NLT: New Living Translation 
But some evil troublemakers among 
David's men said, "They didn't go with us, 
so they can't have any of the plunder we 
recovered. Give them their wives and 
children, and tell them to be gone."  
(do you know anyone like that) 
  
. 
 



1 Samuel (NIV) 
23 David replied, “No, my brothers, you 
must not do that with what the LORD has 
given us. (HE TOOK NO CREDIT). He has 
protected us and delivered into our hands 
the raiding party that came against us.  
24 Who will listen to what you say? The 
share of the man who stayed with the 
supplies is to be the same as that of him 
who went down to the battle. All will share 
alike.” 
 



1 Samuel (NIV) 
23 David replied, “No, my brothers, you 
must not do that with what the LORD has 
given us. (HE TOOK NO CREDIT). He has 
protected us and delivered into our hands 
the raiding party that came against us.  
24 Who will listen to what you say? The 
share of the man who stayed with the 
supplies is to be the same as that of him 
who went down to the battle. All will share 
alike.” 
 


