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A VISIT TO THE 
GATHERING AT MARS HILL 



Acts 17:16-34 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them 
at a Athens, his spirit was being provoked 
within him as he was observing the city 
full of idols.  
17 So he was reasoning a in the 
synagogue with the Jews and b the God-
fearing Gentiles, and in the market place 
every day with those who happened to 
be present.  
 
 



18 And also some of the Epicurean and 
Stoic philosophers were 1 conversing 
with him. Some were saying, "What 
would at his 2 idle babbler wish to say?" 
Others, "He seems to be a proclaimer of 
strange deities," — because he was 
preaching b Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 And they atook him and brought him 
1to the 2b Areopagus, saying, "May we 
know what cthis new teaching is 3 which 
you are proclaiming?  



20 "For you are bringing some strange 
things to our ears; so we want to know 
what these things mean."  
21 (Now all the Athenians and the 
strangers a visiting there used to spend 
their time in nothing other than telling 
or hearing something new.)  

Sermon on Mars Hill 



22 So Paul stood in the midst of the 1 
Areopagus and said, "Men of a Athens, I 
observe that you are very b religious in 
all respects.  
23 "For while I was passing through and 
examining the a objects of your worship, 
I also found an altar with this inscription, 
'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore 
what b you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you.  



24 "a The God who made the world and 
all things in it, since He is b Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not c dwell in 
temples made with hands;  
25 nor is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He 
Himself gives to all people life and 
breath and all things;  
26 and a He made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face 
of the earth, having b determined their 



appointed times and the boundaries of 
their habitation,  
27 that they would seek God, if perhaps 
they might grope for Him and find Him, a 
though He is not far from each one of us;  
28 for a in Him we live and move and 1 
exist, as even some of your own poets 
have said, 'For we also are His children.' 
29 "Being then the children of God, we a 
ought not to think that the Divine 



Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and thought of 
man.  
30 "Therefore having a overlooked b the 
times of ignorance, God is c now 
declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent,  
31 because He has fixed aa day in which 
b He will judge 1c the world in 
righteousness 2 through a Man whom 
He has d appointed, having furnished 



Proof to all men 3by eraising Him from 
the dead."  
32 Now when they heard of a the 
resurrection of the dead, some began to 
sneer, but others said, "We shall hear 
you 1 again concerning this."  
33 So Paul went out of their midst. 34 
But some men joined him and believed, 
among whom also were Dionysius the a 
Areopagite and a woman named 
Damaris and others with them. 



ATHENS WAS NO ORDINARY CITY.   
IT WAS THE NEW YORK OF ITS DAY 
 

ATHENS WAS NOW IN ITS SUNSET 
 

IN ITS DAY IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
GLORIOUS CITIES AS A CENTER FOR 
LITERATURE, ART, ARCHITECTURE AND 
PHILOSOPHY 
 

PROSPERITY WAS REMPART 



THE PEOPLE HAD BECOME ARROGANT, 
SELF SUFFICIENT, EXTRAVAGANCE, 
INDULGENT, GREEDY UNJUST, WORLDLY, 
IMMORAL, SLOTHFUL, COMPLACENT, 
SELFISH AND HOARDING 

THEY HAD AS MANY GODS  
AS THEY HAD MEN 



PAUL ENGAGED THE FOLLOWING  
GROUPS DAILY: 
• JEWS 
• DEVOUT PERSONS 
• MARKET FOLK 
• EPICUREANS -These were the pleasure 

seekers as per their founder Epicurus. 
They believed the world was founded 
by chance and if there are gods they 
are distant and remote 

      



Man was left on his own discovery of  
the truth and pleasures of life  
There is nothing after death, any heaven, 
hell, reward or punishment 
He just returns to the dust of the earth 
This philosophy centers on man and his 
pleasure 
• STOICS – the rationalist, self controlled 

and disciplined. Founded by Zeno They 
believed in  



• PANTHEISM – God exists in everything 
and everyone 

     Fatalism - whatever happens was 
     supposed to happen and events  
     cannot be affected by Man 
 
Paul preached what he lived and believed 
 

THAT 
THE RESURRECTION WAS A FACT 
THAT JESUS WAS A PERSONAL GOD 
 
 



WHAT DO I / WE BELIEVE 
THIS CONFUNDED THE PHILOSOPHERS 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, begotten from the Father before 
all ages, God of God Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten,  



not made; of the same essence as the 
Father. Through him all things were 
made. 
 For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heave He became incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and was made human. He was crucified 
for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
and was buried. The third day He rose 
again, according to the Scripture 



He ascended to heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father He will come 
again with glory to judge the living and 
the dead His kingdom will never end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, and with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified. He spoke through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic* 
[*universal] and apostolic church.  



We affirm one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead, and to life in 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

EFFECTIVE PREACHING/ WITNESSING 
 

Acts 17:22 NASU 
22 So Paul stood in the midst of the 
1Areopagus and said, "Men of aAthens, I 
observe that you are very breligious in all 
respects.  



Acts 17:22 
22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' 
hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious.    
Acts 17:23 NASU 
23 For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you. 
 



IF THE GOD YOU CLAIM TO WORSHIP 
MADE EVERYTHING INCLUDING MAN 
HOW COME YOU ARE WORSHIPPING THE 
WORKS OF MAN’S MIND AND MAN’S 
HAND?  
 

WHY SETTLE FOR THE SECOND BEST 
 

PAUL EVEN QUOTES THE GRECIAN 
POETARATUS [ABOUT BC 270] 
 

WHY DO YOU RESORT TO IDOLTARY? 
 



Acts 17:29 
29 Forasmuch then as we are the 
offspring of God, we ought not to think 
that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art[5078 –
“TECHNE]and man's device. [1761] 
 

PAUL GIVES A CATALOGUE OF THE 
CREATOR GOD AT WORK CONCLUDING 

WITH HIS GRAND AFFIRMATION 
 



Acts 17:28 KJV 
28 For in him we live, and move, and 
have our being; as certain also of your 
own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. 

 

 WHAT IS YOUR EXCUSE NOW? 
Acts 17:30-34 
30 And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent: 
 

 



[THIS GOD HAS A DAY AND JUDGE READY 
TO JUDGE HIS CREATION] 

 
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in 
the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead. 

 
 



32 And when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, [1]some 
mocked: [2]and others said, [3]We will 
hear thee again of this matter. 
 

WHAT WAS PAUL’S RESPONSE? 
 

33 So Paul departed from among 
them. 
 

 



34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, 
and believed: among the which was 
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them. 

 
 


