


AM CONVINCED GOD GIVES US  
2 THINGS: 

 

• A WORD TO FINISH THE TASK FOR 
WHICH WE HAVE BEEN CALLED 

• A SONG TO COMFORT US WHEN 
WE THINK WE ARE ALONE  THIS 
USUALLY COMES TO YOU IN THE 
NIGHT WHEN YOU THINK YOU ARE 
ALONE AND ABANDONED  



I SPEAK TO THOSE THIS AM  
UNDER A LIFE SENTENCE WITH  

NO POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE  
 

 

 Text Acts 16:25-26                                                                       

I speak to all those in a prison this 
AM Webster says it is a “place where 
persons are confined” I do not 
necessarily speak of a building, but of 
situations, circumstances, issues 
which confine us and squeeze us. 
 



2 Cor 4:8-9 KJV 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet 
not distressed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed; 
In such a place we find God’s sons singing 
Why were they singing? 
What inspired the singing? 
What would have happened if they had not 
sung? 
 



Understand their singing was not 
ABNORMAL but NORMAL 
IT WAS NOT A FLEETING TRANSIENT 
EXPERIENCE, BUT IT WAS A 
CONSTANT EXPERIENCE OF THE SOUL. 
They ran into a girl with a Spirit of 
Divination The Greek reads it as  
“pneuma pythonos” 
It was the source of much wealth 
Paul put an end to it 
 
 



They were Jews 
They were Roman citizens 
Preeminently they were Christians, 
one an apostle and the other a 
prophet. 

 
THEIR MESSAGE CHALLENGED EFFETE 

[exhausted, unproductive] 
 JUDAISM AND PAGANISM 

 
 



True Christianity will always challenge  
If our Organized, Denominational 
Christianity fails to make a 
disturbance then we are dead. 
Their circumstances like ours were not 
pleasant 
They were charged with sedition they had 
been beaten with many stripes  
The occasion here is the second missionary 
journey of Paul. 
Perhaps it was the first of many such beatings 

 
 
 



2 Cor 11:25 KJV 

25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 

 
[THE APOSTOLIC DEFINITION OF 

BEING BLESSED] 
 

 
 
 



It was a physical brutality of the worst kind 
 

Their backs were bruised, bleeding, and 
unwashed. 
 

They were cast into the inner chamber, deep 
inside, no light, and probably with little air 
 

Their feet were made fast in the stocks 
 

It was midnight, the darkest time 
 

The time accentuated their weariness, 
loneliness and weariness 
 

 
 
 



THE LORD IS MY LIGHT  
AND MY SALVATION 

 

Acts 16:25               #5214 

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto God:…. 
KJV 
 

They were praying hymns 
The word means worship 
They were hymning the praises of God 

 
 



#5214 
NT:5214  
humneo (hoom-neh'-o); from NT:5215; to hymn, 
i.e. sing a religious ode; by implication, to 
celebrate (God) in song: 
KJV - sing a hymn (praise unto). 
 
NT:5215 humnos (hoom'-nos); apparently from 
a simpler (obsolete) form of hudeo (to celebrate; 
probably akin to NT:103; compare NT:5567); a 
"hymn" or religious ode (one of the Psalms): 
KJV - hymn. 

 
 



The Greek word is one of praise 
offered to heroes or God  

or to the one God. 
 

It was worship of ADORATION 
It was the expression of  

gladness of the heart 
 

They were in the presence  
of their God 

 
 



They did not ask for anything, 
 they gave 

They were exercising their Christian 
Priesthood on the highest level 

It was a priesthood giving thanks 
The giving was the outcome  

of their gratitude. 
What is there to make then glad? 

WRONG QUESTION 
What is there to make them sad? 

 
 



LEAD ME TO THE ROCK THAT IS 
HIGHER THAN I ? 

 

Acts 16:25KJV  

…….and the prisoners heard them. 
 

WHAT THEY HEARD WAS THE JOY AND 
PEACE FROM MEN IN EXTREMELY 

NEGATIVE CIRCUMSTANCES 
This same Paul wrote 

 



Cor 7:10 KJV 

10 For godly sorrow worketh 
repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death. 
 2 Cor 4:17 KJV 

17 For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; 
 



Rom 5:3-6 KJV 

3 And not only so, but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; 
4 And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: 

  

WHAT WAS THE SECRET? 
IT WAS THE OUTCOME OF THEIR 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
 



THEY WERE IN PHILIPPI, IN PRISON, IN 
THE INNER PRISON, IN THE STOCKS, IN 

SUFFERING, 
YET THEY WERE SINGING. 

 
THEY WERE IN GOD. 

They did not ask for anything 
They gave Him their praises. 

  
 



Yes they were suffering, 
But suffering is the method by which 
joy is perfected 
 

This has always been God’s way 
Men who learn while suffering have 
learned the secret of Joy which 
becomes strength. 
 

MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD 
 



THEY PUT PAUL IN PRISON 
They thought it was over 
You may not be able to  

preach in prison 
But you can sing 

The prisoners were listening 
Your work is never done 

Because  
 

THERE IS NO GOD LIKE OUR JEHOVAH 



THERE IS A PRAISE TO PULL  
DOWN A WALL 

 

ASK JOSHUA AND THE CHILDREN  
OF JERICHO 

 

ASK THE INHABITANTS  
OF JERICHO  

 

ASK RAHAB 
 

THERE IS NO PRISON LIKE SITUATION 
THAT GOD CANNOT UNDO. 



I tell you this AM 
Worship God, and your walls of 
confinement, injustice, entrapment, legal 
issues, medical issues, uncertainty, 
confusion, fear, will begin to shatter  
 
He inhabits the praises of His people 
Your praise makes a throne for Him 
He will sit and be exalted on your worship 
 

He has to be “HIGH AND LIFTED UP” 
 
 



I CAN’T STOP PRAISING THE LORD 
 

Historically they were in a prison at 
Philippi. Were they? 
How can you be in a prison and be 
singing in this way? 
 

Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees to 
seek a city he never found but he 
knew it’s  builder was God 
He never saw it, yet he knew it was 
built 



He was never there yet he walked in 
it’s streets 
He communed with the inhabitants 
whom he never met 
 
Is it possible that Paul and Silas were 
there yet while in Philippi. 
By faith do you see your victory this 
AM 

 



I’VE GOT A MANSION JUST  
OVER THE HILLTOP 

If you see it can you live it? 
To live it is to love it. 
To love it is to love him 
 
Heb 11:1 KJV 

11:1 Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 
  
 



Heb 11:1-2 NASU 

Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.  
 

ONE DAY THE WORD CAME WALKING 
DOWN THE STREET…. 

 

I SPEAK TO ALL PRISONERS 
I CALL ALL THOSE SERVING  
A LIFETIME SENTENCE 

 



Look at your hands.   
Do you see any chains? 
What do you see? 
If you see  LIGHT, LOVE, AND LIFE then you 
are a prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

I AM A PRISONER OF THE  
LORD JESUS CHRIST    

 
FOR  KNOW WHOM I HAVE  

BELIEVED IN…… 
 



Years later he was in a prison again 
and he knew he was not going to 
come out He dispatched his “prison 
epistle of love” and he sent in 2 
Timothy his last letter, as he knew the 
end was near and inevitable 

 
 In his trial things had not gone well. 

He knew it was a matter of time 
 



2 Tim 4:6-8 KJV 

6 For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at 
hand. 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 



me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. 

 
HE WAS STILL SINGING 

ARE YOU? 
 
2 Tim 4:9-15 KJV 

9 Do thy diligence to come shortly 
unto me: 

 



11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, 
and bring him with thee: for he is 
profitable to me for the ministry. 
 

12 And Tychicus have I sent to 
Ephesus. 
 

13 The cloke that I left at Troas with 
Carpus, when thou comest, bring with 
thee, and the books, but especially the 
parchments. 



14 Alexander the coppersmith did me 
much evil: the Lord reward him 
according to his works: 
15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he 
hath greatly withstood our words. 

 

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE A MAN 
ABOUT TO DIE? 

IT SOUNDS TO ME LIKE A CEO 
OPERATING HIS BUSINESS! 

 



HE WAS STILL IN THE MIDST OF 
CONTRARY WINDS BUT STILL  

SINGING ARE YOU? 
 
2 Tim 4:16-18 KJV 

16 At my first answer no man stood 
with me, but all men forsook me: I 
pray God that it may not be laid to 
their charge. 



17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me; that 
by me the preaching might be fully 
known, and that all the Gentiles might 
hear: and I was delivered out of the 
mouth of the lion. 
18 And the Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me 
unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 



ARE YOU WASHED? 
MY HIDING PLACE…… 

LORD PREPARE ME 
Isa 54:1-3  Sing, O barren(**), thou that 
didst not bear; break forth into 
singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst 
not travail with child: for more are the 
children of the desolate than the 
children of the married wife, saith the 
LORD. 

 
 

 



1) Enlarge the place of thy tent, and 
let them (2) stretch forth the curtains 
of thine habitations (3) spare not, (4) 

lengthen thy cords, and(5) strengthen 
thy stakes; 
 3) For thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left; and thy 
seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and 
make the desolate cities to be 
inhabited. KJV 

 
 

 



Barren in the Hebrew 
OT:6135 
`aqar (aw-kawr'); from OT:6131; sterile (as 
if extirpated in the generative organs): 
KJV - (X male or female) barren (woman). 
 

OT:6131 `aqar (aw-kar'); a primitive root; 
to pluck up (especially by the roots); 
specifically, to hamstring; figuratively, to 
exterminate: 
KJV - dig down, hough, pluck up, root up 

 

 



Barren in Greek 
NT:4723  
steiros (sti'-ros); a contraction from 
NT:4731 (as stiff and unnatural); "sterile": 
KJV - barren. 

  
NT:4731 stereos (ster-eh-os'); from 
NT:2476; stiff, i.e. solid, stable (literally 
or figuratively): 
KJV - stedfast, strong, sure. 

 

 



SING                              O, BARREN 
( (God’s view)                      (Man’s view) 

  (God’s focus)                     (Man’s focus)) 
 
SARAH                      LAUGHTER / JOY                ISAAAC 
REBEKAH               TRANSFORMATION              JACOB 
RACHAEL              HUMILITY /PATIENCE           JOSEPH 
MANOSH’S WIFE       STRENGTH                    SAMPSON 
HANNAH              SPIRIT OF PROPHESY            SAMUEL 
ELIZABETH           REPENTENCE /PURGING       JOHN 
MARY                       TOTAL PERFECTION             JESUS 
 


