


JOHN’S PREACHING – HIS CUSTOM

JOHN’S MESSAGE WAS 
NO SMOOTH TALK
IT WAS HARD AND HARSH
IT WAS STRONG AND CONFRONTATIONAL

IT WAS NOT WARM AND FUZZY TO MAKE 
YOU FEEL GOOD



TRUE REPENTANCE: SAVES THE SINNER

FALSE REPENTANCE [SHALLOW 
REPENTANCE, NON-SAVING REPENTANCE] IS 
THE MODERN MESSAGE OF “CHEAP GRACE” 
AND “EASY BELIEVERISM” IT DOES NOT 
AFFECT YOU



Luke 3:7-19 ESV
7 He said therefore to the crowds that 
came out to be baptized by him, "You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 
8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 



9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire."
10 And the crowds asked him, "What then 
shall we do?" 
11 And he answered them, "Whoever has 
two tunics is to share with him who has 
none, and whoever has food is to do 
likewise." 



12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized 
and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we 
do?"
13 And he said to them, "Collect no more 
than you are authorized to do." 
14 Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what 
shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by 
false accusation, and be content with your 
wages."



15 As the people were in expectation, and 
all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the 
Christ,
16 John answered them all, saying, "I 
baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire. 



17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire."
18 So with many other exhortations he 
preached good news to the people. 



6 ELEMENTS OF TRUE REPENTANCE

1.TRUE REPENTANCE REFLECTS ON 

PERSONAL SIN

2.THEY RECOGNIZE DIVINE WRATH

3.THEY REJECT RELIGIOUS RITUAL

4.THEY RENOUNCE ANCESTRY

5.TRUE REPENTERS REVEAL SPIRITUAL 

TRANSFORMATION

6.YOU MUST RECEIVE THE TRUE MESSIAH



THE TEXT HAS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
MESSAGE JOHN PREACHED ON A DAILY 
BASIS AS THE TENSE OF THE GREEK VERBS 
TELLS US SO 

“GOD WILL FORGIVE YOUR SINS IF YOU 
REPENT AND RECEIVE CHRIST AS “MESSIAH 
AND SAVIOR” YOU CANNOT PREACH 
REPENTANCE UNLESS YOU CALL SINNERS 
TO REPENT AND THE TEXT TELLS US THAT 
JERUSALEM AND ALL JUDEA CAME OUT TO 
HEAR THE MESSAGE 



THEY WERE CURIOUS, THEY WERE READY 
FOR THE MESSIAH

THEY WANTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
LONG-AWAITED BLESSINGS PROMISED TO 
ABRAHAM AND DAVID

THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE SPECIAL, 
CHOSEN AND THEY WANTED TO BE SURE 
THEY WOULD BE PART OF THE KINGDOM



AND THEY WERE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE HUMILIATION OF GENTILE BAPTISM 
TO MAKE SURE THEY WERE PART OF THE 
PACT OF STAYING IN THE KINGDOM

[1] TRUE REPENTANCE REFLECTS ON 

PERSONAL SIN

MESSIAH IS COMING DO/ MAKE THE 

NECESSARY PREPARATIONS 



Isa 40:3-5 KJV
3 The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. 4 Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain:
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.



[2] RECOGNIZE DIVINE WRATH
Mal 3:2-5 ESV
2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and 
like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the Lord.  



4  Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 
the days of old and as in former years.
5 "Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment. I will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, against 
those who oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, 
against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the



Lord of hosts. 
SEE ALSO ISAIAH 30: 27 AMOS 5; 
ZEPHANIAH 1:14; JOHN 8:44; MT 12:34

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SCRAMBLE AROUND 
LIKE SNAKES BEFORE A BUSH FIRE 
YOU HAVE TO CHANGE YOUR NATURE



The Messiah's judgment. Note these 
points.
a.    The "fan" or winnowing fork (ptuon
PWS: 1443) is the Messiah's power to pick 
up both the wheat and the chaff.
b.    The "floor" is the earth which will be 
purged or cleansed of all chaff.
c.    The "wheat" represents believers who 
truly repent and bring forth fruit. They will 
be gathered into His barn (His kingdom or 
the new heavens and earth).



d.    The "chaff" represents those who only 
profess, who are counterfeit wheat. They 
lie on the floor (the earth) with the wheat, 
but they are not wheat. They shall be 
"burned with unquenchable fire." 
Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible -
Commentary - The Preacher's Outline & 
Sermon Bible – Luke.



[3] REJECT RELIGIOUS RITUAL

YOU CANNOT MAKE YOURSELF RIGHT WITH 

GOD BY RELIGIOUS RITUALS 

BECAUSE OF SIN WE ARE DEPRAVED WE 

NEED TO CHANGE FROM THE INSIDE OUT

SEE ALSO MT 5-7

PAUL SAID IN PHILLIPIANS 3; I KNOW BEEN 

THERE, DONE THAT…….



Phil 3:4-8 ESV

If anyone else thinks he has reason for 

confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the 

people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; 6  as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness, under the law 

blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 



[4] RENOUNCE ANCESTRY

John 8:37-38 ESV

37 I know that you are offspring of 

Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because 

my word finds no place in you.  38 I speak 

of what I have seen with my Father, and 

you do what you have heard from your 

father."



Ezek 18:21-22 ESV

21  "But if a wicked person turns away 

from all his sins that he has committed and 

keeps all my statutes and does what is just 

and right, he shall surely live; he shall not 

die. 22  None of the transgressions that he 

has committed shall be remembered 

against him; for the righteousness that he 

has done he shall live. 



[5] TRUE REPENTANCE REVEALS SPIRITUAL 

TRANSFORMATION

PUT OFF AND PUT ON. START DOING WHAT 

IS RIGHT IN THE EYES OF GOD 

1.    The average citizen was to love and 

care enough to share his material goods 

with those who were in need. John 

mentioned clothing and food, the basic 

necessities of life. But note: the giving was 

to be sacrificial. 



The giver was to give all but one coat and 

half a meal. The giver was to love and care 

so much that he would be gripped with 

mercy and unselfishness. He would give 

what he had. Such fruit would be evidence 

of repentance, of a life truly changed, of a 

man who was truly seeking God to forgive 

his sins (see note—•Luke 3:3).



2.    The despised tax collectors were to 

love and care enough to stop exerting their 

authority and cheating people. Tax 

collectors in Jesus' day were literally 

despised because they represented the 

Roman government and levied more taxes 

than necessary, pocketing the excess. A tax 

collector who wanted God to forgive his 

sins had to change his life and become a 

man of justice and equitableness. 



. He had to love and care for others enough 

to treat them fairly and respectfully and 

justly.

3. The soldiers were to be respectful and 

loving, truthful and honest, contented and 

responsible. Note the three specific charges 

to soldiers.

a.    They were to do violence to no man. 

The word "violence" (diaseisēte PWS: 4227) 

means to shake violently, agitate, terrify



The thought is that some extorted money 

by terrifying people. Roman soldiers were, 

of course, posted to protect the interests of 

Rome. It was common for soldiers to allow 

illegal things to go on for a bribe.

b.    They were to charge no man falsely. If a 

man did not pay a bribe, he was often 

falsely accused by the soldier.

c.    They were to be content with their 

wages. Dissatisfaction and grumbling over



their wages was a common complaint of 

soldiers.

A soldier was to change his life completely: 

to respect and love people, be truthful and 

honest, contented and responsible.

Note that John's message demanded a 

changed life. What then were the fruits that 

demonstrated one was truly repenting and 

seeking forgiveness of sins? Very practically, 

"the fruits of righteousness" (cp. Luke 3:8).



Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible -

Commentary - The Preacher's Outline & 

Sermon Bible – Luke.

6] YOU MUST RECEIVE THE TRUE MESSIAH

YOU MUST RECEIVE THE TRUE MESSIAH

Acts 4:10-12 ESV

10 let it be known to all of you and to all 

the people of Israel that by the name of



Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead—by him this man is standing before 

you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that 

was rejected by you, the builders, which 

has become the cornerstone.  12 And there 

is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved."



GOD IS READY 

THE AXE HAS BEEN LAID TO THE 

FOOT OF THE TREE

THE KING IS COMING



ARE YOU READY 

TO MEET YOUR 

GOD


